
By no means am I a professional photographer, but I have learned a few tricks by doing some research, 
giving it a go and practice, practice practice.  

You don’t need to  have an expensive camera or editing equipment, you just need to know how to use what 
you have.  The camera at the top of the page is the camera I use for all my photos.  It’s has no special 

features and is about 8 years old now.  It’s just an ordinary point and click camera. But it still does the job.
I’ve put together some tips I’ve learned and will share them with you in four separate tutorials:  

Part 1 - Watch the light, Part 2 - Photo Composition, Part 3 - Focus, Part 4 -The finishing touches.  
________________________________

Part 1. Watch the light
great light makes great pictures

Taking Pictures of your Creations

When taking photos of your creations you will want to make sure you get the lighting right.  This is a very 
important step as it will make for a photo WOW or a photo UGH.  I know I want my photos to be WOWsers 

so these are my suggestions:

ALWAYS use filtered natural light.  Pick a spot in your house near a window, or on the back patio, that lets in 
the natural sunlight beautifully but doesn’t shine directly onto your creation.  

This is my “photo studio”, 
just inside my front door.  

I took photos at a few 
different locations around 
my house and found this 

one to be the best for 
letting in the natural light.

This photo was taken at 
my “photo studio” following 

the tips I’ve suggested.  
There was no editing at all. 



NEVER use direct sunlight - If the suns shines directly onto your creation it will be too bright and wash out a 
lot of the colour.  It will also cast hard shadows and this can hide some of the details of your creation.

NEVER use artificial lighting - If you are tempted to take a photo at night, DON’T.  Just wait until the next day.  
Artificial lighting will change the colours of your creations and it won’t look right.  The glow that lights give off 
can give photos a yellow tinge or even make it look dull and grey.

Original Card - The pinks 
are deep and full of colour 
and they have stayed true 
to the actual colours of the 

materials I used

Direct Sunlight - The pinks 
appear faded and have 

lost their depth.  And there 
is a nasty shadow behind 

the bow.

Yellow tinge created by 
using artificial light

Looking dull and grey  
from the artificial light.



NEVER use a flash - By using a flash you are using artificial lighting.  This will change the colouring of your 
creations and will make the light uneven; brighter in the middle and shadowy around the edges.  It can also 
cast horrible shadows which will hide your details.  Not a good look if you’re trying to create a WOW result.

Yellow tinge created by 
using artificial light plus 

using the flash has made 
the light uneven and given 

the colours all different 
shades.

Looking grey from the 
artificial light and also 

shadowy from the flash; 
bright in the center and 

darker at the edges

The Original “good” Photo 
It has even light all over, 
colours true to life with 

lovely depth of colour and 
no harsh shadows hiding 

the pretty details.

Remember, this photo 
hasn’t been edited at all.  
None of them have.  This 
is how much difference a 

little light can make.



Taking Everyday Shots

It’s trickier to take photos of people and places as they change and move and jump around (very different to 
a card!).  So you need to act quickly and be ready to just grab the shot when you can.  These are some tips 

that may help you.
USE early or late daylight - If you can choose what time of day you take your outside photos, choose the 
morning or afternoon as this is when the light is best for photos.  In the middle of the day the sun is directly 
overhead and this will cast dark shadows on the face so try and avoid the middle of the day for your family 
photos. 
USE your flash - If you do need to take photos in the middle of the day you can use your flash to help you 
out.  Unlike your cards etc, it’s ok to use a flash outside with people.  If you take a photo during the middle of 
the day you don’t want to have shadows from hats etc covering your families faces so use your flash to light 
them up.  Make sure you are close enough that the flash will reach them though.  You may want to 
experiment to get to know how far your flash will reach so that when you need to take a photo quickly, you 
know how close you need to be to get it right first go.

USE your eyes - If your subjects are willing, have them face into the sun so there are no shadows on their 
faces at all.  This may cause some ‘squinting’ but if you have willing subjects you can use this tip:  Have 
them close their eyes until you are ready to take the photo.  Count to three and when you say three they 
smile and open their eyes and you take the photo.  You should be able to take the photo before they squint!  

Practice, Practice, Practice!

Now all you need to do is practice.  The beauty of digital cameras is you can take so many photos and if you 
don’t like it, just delete it.  Experiment with the tips I’ve shared and take heaps of photos.  So that you can 
see the difference yourself, take bad photos and good photos to compare.  Go out in the middle of the day 

with your card and take a photo in the direct sunlight, use lights at night and flash away.  Do your worst!  But 
after you’ve done that, try to take your best photos by following the guides above.  

You’ll soon see how easy it is to change your UGH photos to WOW photos.  It just takes practice!

Avery Rabbit helped me out 
by posing for me.  In the left  

picture he has a shadow 
down the right side of his 
face.  This is because the 

sun was at his left. 

I just used my flash to take 
the picture again (picture on 
the right) and the shadow is 
reduced.  There is a much 
more even tone over the 
whole face instead of the 

brightness verses darkness 
in the first picture.

Neither photo was edited.


