
By no means am I a professional photographer, but I have learned a few tricks by doing some research, 
giving it a go and practice, practice practice.  

You don’t need to  have an expensive camera or editing equipment, you just need to know how to use what 
you have.  The camera at the top of the page is the camera I use for all my photos.  It’s has no special 

features and is about 8 years old now.  It’s just an ordinary point and click camera. But it still does the job.
I’ve put together some tips I’ve learned and will share them with you in four separate tutorials:  

Part 1 - Watch the light, Part 2 - Photo Composition, Part 3 - Focus, Part 4 -The finishing touches.  
________________________________

Part 2. Photo Composition
Setting the right scene for your photos

Setting the scene for your Creations

When taking photos of your creations you need to think about what is your focal point.  What do you want 
everyone to see first and what are you trying to “show off”?  

The composition of a picture refers to what is included in it.  This means things that you put in the photo on 
purpose but also those things that just happen to be there, incidental inclusions.

 Here are a couple of photos I’ve taken that have incidental 
inclusions.  This means I have found a good spot for lighting 
(refer to Part 1 - Watch the light) or it’s just an easy position 
and set up my card for the photo.  But I forgot about what 

else may be in the photo.  As you can see there are a lot of 
incidental inclusions in these photos

This looked like an easy spot to take a 
photo and in my camera view finder it 
was black in the background.  But as 

you can see now, it wasn’t really 
black.

This spot on my desk has beautiful indirect sunlight but as 
usual my desk is covered in things it shouldn’t be.

No one wants to see my unused treadmill, my 8 yr old’s 
fighter plane or my terribly large pile of filing.  

This is really not a good spot!

If you find that you have no other 
shots of your project, try cropping 

your photo in an editing program to 
remove a lot of the background.  

It’s not perfect, but it is much more 
focused on the project.



Now you know to look out for incidental inclusions, let’s talk about what you want to include.  I find the KISS 
principle to be perfect for photos of my creations.  What does KISS mean?  Keep It Simple Silly!  

So with the KISS principle, lets move onto some examples.

These are a few photos with different compositions (or inclusions) that show different ways to present 
projects.  With each photo, I have added a few more things to the total picture.

Each of these steps is fine and uses the KISS principle well.  
I’ve only added things that are similar to the card or that were 

used to make the card.  But with each added element the 
focus is slightly changing.  In step 1 the focus is all on the 

card.  But by step 5, the other inclusions draw your focus away 
from the card.  Be mindful of your focal point and what you are 

trying to “show off”!  
Do you want your focal point to be the card or the punch?

Step 1. The basic shot.  Just the 
card with the floor below it and the 

wall behind it.  This is fine, but there 
is the incidental inclusion of the 

skirting board and tile joins.

Step 2. Add a plain (or very 
simple pattern) background by 
resting a sheet of paper or card 
against the wall.  This hides the 

incidental inclusions.

Step 3.  Add a co-ordinating 
element. This time I used ribbon of 

the same colour.

Step 4.  I have now added a 
flower embellishment to the 
ribbon to the composition

Step 5.  This final picture has 
a punch included as well.  



Your photo composition can also be changed depending on the angle you take your photo from.  Be mindful 
of how your project ‘sits’ in your photos.  You want it to be straight so that you can see the true dimensions 
and features of the project.  Here’s an example:

This photo is great as it was taken 
from the correct angle.  The sides 

of the card are square with the 
edges of the photo which makes it 
a true and accurate representation 

of the card.

This photo makes the card look very distorted as 
it was taken from above.  This is great if you 

want to showcase a particular element, like the 
flower, but if you are trying to show the card in it’s 

entirety it just doesn’t do it justice. 

Although this isn’t drastically 
angled, you can see that it is as 

the sides of the card aren’t parallel 
with the photo edges.  You can 
also see that the looks bottom 

heavy.  This is taking away from 
the true focus of the flower.



Scenes for your Everyday Shots

When you’re setting up a shot with your family and friends, or just any photo really, there are a lot of factors 
to consider that will affect the composition.  The main one is that things can change quickly as people can 
move and jump around .  You may need to act quickly and be ready to just grab the shot when you can.  

These are some tips that may help you and are good to keep in your thoughts.
Always think about your focal point.  What do you want to be noticed first and why?  What story do you want 

to be telling in your photos.  This is a photo I took on a holiday to visit friends.  Everyday we went down to 
the beach and to the rock pools to catch fish and crabs and even an octopus!  This photo is a beautiful 

picture of the beach with some of my family etc. It’s lovely but...... 

...........let me expand the photo to what it really is and it tells the full story.  There’s the bucket that we used 
to keep the fish in when we caught them and one of the nets.  Without that bucket in the picture it could be 

any old beach that we visited.  But because the picture was “composed” with the bucket as a main focal 
point it tells a story, our story of our holiday.



Just like photos of your projects 
there can be those sneaky 

incidental inclusions in your photos.  
Sometimes you may not even notice 

them as they are just part of life 
and blend in as they are always 

there.  Look at this next picture as 
an example.  

Our daughter was opening a 
birthday present (with a very long 

ribbon apparently) and we just 
snapped a quick picture.  But what 

is in the background?  Our 
bathroom! and also our wardrobe.  

In an ideal world we could make our subjects move to a better location but that never works.  And 
besides you don’t want to interrupt your subject as they may not do it again.  What you can do is 

move YOURSELF.  Hop up and move to a spot that has more appropriate incidentals in the 
background.  Ones that you aren’t ashamed to show others! 

Don’t be afraid to be a director and tell 
people what looks better.  It could mean 
the difference between an amazing photo 

and a weird looking photo. 

This may not be the best photo of my 
husband, eldest son and myself.  But it is 

composed quite nicely.  We are all centered 
in the picture and it looks balanced with no 
problem incidentals.  When you are taking 

‘posed’ photos, get the subjects to stand in 
a way that looks good.  If our son had been 
in between us both, there would have been 

a big gap above him in between my 
husband and myself which would have 
made the photo appear unbalanced.



Unlike photos of cards and scrapbook pages, you 
can use any angle, position and inclusion to make 

your pictures look good.

Your photos don’t always need to have the focal 
point in the centre, be perfectly balanced or even 
have pretty scenery.  These things can help but 
they don’t make a photo important to you. So 
always remember the most important thing: 

capture YOUR story in your photos.  

Practice, Practice, Practice!
Once you know what you want to photograph and 

you have your focal point in mind, get out your 
camera and practice, practice, practice!   

With digital cameras you can take as many photos as you like.  If it doesn’t turn out right, just 
delete it.  

Experiment with the compositions of your photos.  Add elements to your photos or take them 
away.  Move around your ‘scene’ to see the best angle for your photo.  Don’t be shy about asking 

people to change positions if it looks ‘wrong’.  
Once you’ve practiced for a while you’ll see how easy it is to spot a good angle or position to be in 

to get that awesome photo.  It just takes practice!


